
Fundamentals of Computing 
Web Page Lab 

 
Goals:   

1. To become familiar with simple HTML scripting 
2. To learn more about putting web pages and sites on a server, specifically PSU’s server, oz.  

 
Method: 

1. At the beginning of lab your instructor will give a brief explanation of : 

a. The use of a simple editor such as TextPad and a more complex editor such as 
Dreamweaver.  You may use either for the lab.  Do not use “Frontpage” since it 
makes horrendous messes in web pages. 

b. How to put files on our web server oz.  This includes the correct names of directories 
and files.  This is summarized at the bottom of this lab page. 

If you do not need these explanations, you may start immediately on the lab. 

 

2. Using the handout given in class as a guide, build a web page which would be like a “home 
page.”    The page should have a coherent focus and/or theme and contain at least: 

a. text telling about yourself or whatever you’d like on your page.  The text should 
utilize at least two different styles, i.e. two different colors or fonts or sizes (using the 
font tag) 

b. a heading (using the heading tag) 

c. a horizontal rule  

d. at least two images 

e. at least two links  

f. a mailto: link so someone using your page can email you (see the handout for an 
example) 

g. an applet -- use the SlacApp applet.   The SlacApp.class applet class file can be 
downloaded from the class web page in the lab section next to the link for this page.  
For this particular applet you must download two files!  SlacApp.class is the file you 
must download into your Home directory  and reference in your html file.  The width 
is 500, the height is 300.  However, SlacApp.class runs another java class file,  
Slacker.class, so you must download Slacker.class and put it in your home directory 
also.  (Be careful with the spelling … SlacApplet.class does not have a “k” but 
Slack.class does.  Java and unix are case sensitive, so be sure to preserve 
uppercase/lowercase in the names.) 

h. anything else you’d like (sound, background, etc.) 

3. Save the file in your Home directory on oz.   If you want it to be your home page give it the 
name “home.html”.   The URL will be   http://oz.plymouth.edu/~your-login-name      If you 
choose to give it another name such as myPage.html   then in your Home directory the url 
will be http://oz.plymouth.edu/~your-login-name/myPage.html   

4. Send your instructor email with a link to the page.  The link should be “hot” so that your 
instructor can simply click on the email link and see your page. 



5. Be sure to test everything before sending it.  I strongly recommend you send yourself email 
with the link in it and look at the email on a different machine,  different from the one on 
which you wrote the html file.    Be very careful with all URL references and that all files are 
on the server and not just on the hard drive.  A very common error is to have a file on the 
local hard drive instead of on the server; it will work in lab but not outside of lab.  Another 
common problem is to have an incorrect URL on the page, a URL which references the file 
on a hard drive, especially if you use “drag and drop” in Dreamweaver.   It often puts in 
“hard drive references” instead of URLs. 

6. If you do not finish the lab in the 2 hours of “lab time” you are to finish it for “homework”. 

 
 
Due:  Send your instructor email before the next lab meeting.   In the subject line of the email you 
MUST put the words “Fundamentals lab – your-last-name”.  Where your-last-name is your last 
name.   Your email will pass through an automatic filter which will sort mail by subject line.  If you 
do not have the correct subject line your email may get lost and you might not get credit. 
 
Grading: The grade will be based on the presence and correctness of the items described in 
#1 a  g above, and on the overall coherence and appearance of the page.  The grading sheet 
appears as the last page of this lab.    “Professional graphic design” is not expected but the page 
should “make sense” and “look good”.  A lab up to 1 week late will be “fined” one letter grade.  A 
lab more than one week late will not be accepted. 



Building Web Pages 
 
1. In your account on “oz”, where you have your email, you must have a directory Home (caution!  

on a unix system like oz you must upper and lower case are different).  This directory should 
already exist in your account.  If not your lab instructor will show you how to make one.  The 
unix command to make a directory is mkdir 

2. Use any editor (such as TextPad or notepad) and write HTML code 

--or -- 

Use a specialized editor (such as Dreamweaver) that assists in the process of writing code 
(Dreamweaver is to HTML what MS Word is to word processing) 

3. Save the file with an .html extension (XP permits long file extensions) directly to the Home 
directory on the web server oz.   In our labs oz automatically connected to your computer as if it 
were a hard drive, drive M:    So, save it to the M: drive in the folder Home. 

If you are working off campus, you must save the file on your local hard drive and using an ftp 
program such as Secure File Transfer Client, transfer your file to oz. 

4. The URL will now be  

http:// oz.plymouth.edu/~yourLoginName/yourFileName.html 

5. If you use the name “home.html” for a file in your Home directory, there is a “default” case.  You 
may give the URL as  

http:// oz.plymouth.edu/~yourLoginName 

and the web server on oz will automatically append “home.html” to the URL. 



Grade Sheet … Web Page Lab 
 

1. Text in at least two sizes, colors or styles (10 pts)   ____ 

2. a heading (5 pts)        ____ 

3. a horizontal rule (5 pts)       ____  

4. at least two images (@5 pts = 10 pts)     ____ 

5. at least two links (5 pts @ = 10 pts)     ____ 

6. a mailto: link so someone using your page can email you (5 pts) ____ 

7. the applet (5 pts)        ____ 

8. coherence of the page (10 pts)      ____ 

9. overall appearance of the page (10 pts)     ____ 

Total (70 pts)          ____ 

Percentage          ____ 

 

Name ______________________________________________________________ 

 


