
Web Expressions (CMDI 1200.05) – CRN 11243
Fall 2011, Tu/Th 8:00am to 9:15am
Class & Lab: Hyde 419


Instructor:		Dave Carpentiere
Email:			davec@plymouth.edu
Web Site:		http://oz.plymouth.edu/~davec
Office:			Mary Lyon Hall (Lower Level), Room 050G
[bookmark: _GoBack]Office Hours:		Mondays 10-11am, Wednesdays 8-9am
Phone:			x5-2827

Optional Text:	This class does not utilize a required text.  Students who still wish to have a textbook as a resource should consider the following: Multimedia for the Web: Revealed by Coorough & Shuman, ISBN: 978-1-4188-3953-6
Description:	Web Expressions teaches students how to have a voice on the Internet.  Our philosophy is founded in the principle that the message is the medium.  As a result of this course, students will have the skills necessary to effectively express themselves over the Internet.  The class will cover five basic modes of expression, static text, interactive text, sounds, images, and animation.  Students will select the content for each mode of expression by researching a selected topic.  Students will explore the notion of effective communication by reacting to other similar expressions and peer review.  After having explored each mode of expression, students will select subject matter for a larger integrated web project that draws from each mode of expression.  Students will be expected to review the web expressions of their classmates and provide constructive feedback.  
In addition to learning about expressing themselves over the Internet, students will be informed of the potential danger of revealing personal information over the Internet, and informed how to make their expressions anonymous.  Other issues such as intellectual property, violating the privacy of others, spyware, cookies, netiquette and other topics concerning creating appropriate web expressions will be discussed.  
Commuter Students:	This course uses software that may be difficult to access off campus.
Grading:		Assignments / Labs				30%
			Final Project					30%
Exams (2)					15%
			Weblog						15%
			Class Contribution & Effort			10%

Penalties will be applied for late assignments (up to 10% grade reduction each day).
Attendance:	Attendance is required.  Participation in the class is integral and very important in meeting the objectives.  Each student is limited to two absences without penalty.  Additional absences may result in the deduction of grade points from the final class grade.  Acceptance of an excused absence is at the discretion of the instructor.  Students who are absent from class for any reason are responsible for obtaining notes and handouts from another classmate and are responsible for making arrangements to have their assignments submitted by the due date.  Students must plan to arrive in class on-time so as not to cause disruption.  Two late arrivals will count as one absence.  Students who do arrive to class after attendance has been taken are responsible for making sure the instructor has documented their arrival.
Integrity:	Violations of the University Academic Integrity Policy will be dealt with in accordance with PSU Academic Guidelines (2011 – 2012 Academic Catalog, p. 40).  

General Education:	This course fulfills the Creative Thought Direction within the General Education Program.  People need to be creative in order to thrive in our complex and changing world. People need to understand the creative processes that lead to the generation of ideas and to engage in new interpretations of existing ideas. Creative thought courses encourage students to recognize beauty in its many manifestations and to become aware of formal elements of creative expression. These courses also encourage students to view themselves as creative beings, to appreciate creativity in others, and to regard creativity as an essential component in all areas of human endeavor. In these courses, students develop and value perseverance and a tolerance for ambiguity. Students are challenged to appreciate aesthetic forms, to use their imaginations, and to develop the skills and attitudes that allow creativity to flourish: independence and non-conformity, the ability to organize and reorganize information, and the confidence to think in new ways. Creative Thought courses emphasize the skills of critical thinking, reading, writing, listening and speaking, and working with information technology. 
			The General Education skills will be covered as follows:
· Critical Thinking: You will be required to analyze and contemplate ways to develop and utilize various media into a well-designed, balanced, and creative web site.
· Reading: Class preparation will require various readings focused on the subject matter.  In addition, students will read web log entries of others throughout the semester.
· Writing: Students will compose regular substantive web log entries on varying topics throughout the semester.
· Listening and Speaking: Regular in-class discussions will facilitate speaking and listening skills.  Peer-review processes will further stress the importance of both.  The final project will provide a capstone for this skill-set through an oral presentation of the completed project to the class.
· Working with Information Technology: Students will learn and utilize various types of media development software to complete assignments throughout the semester.
ADA Statement:	Plymouth State University is committed to providing students with documented disabilities equal access to all university programs and facilities. If you think you have a disability requiring accommodations, you should immediately contact the PASS Office in Lamson Library (535-2270) to determine whether you are eligible for such accommodations. Academic accommodations will only be considered for students who have registered with the PASS Office. If you have a Letter of Accommodation for this course from the PASS Office, please provide the instructor with that information privately so that you and the instructor can review those accommodations.
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