Photoshop: Simple Header, Buttons, or other Graphical Object
Web Expressions (CMDI 1200)

This help sheet is intended to assist students with creating a simple header, button, or graphical object while learning a variety of techniques in Photoshop.  

	1. Open up Photoshop and select FILE then NEW.  A window will appear.  Set the sizing to how large you want your final item to be (the example shows good dimensions for a header) and change the BACKGROUND CONTENTS option to WHITE.  Click OK.
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	2. For this example we will create a unique design to use as the background.  Open another image of your choosing (FILE and OPEN) that may lend itself to being manipulated for this purpose (you may wish to read ahead in this document to see the outcome first).  In this example a simple pattern was used.
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	3. Do SELECT, ALL and then do EDIT, COPY to grab the image.  Go to the tab that has the collage objects and then do EDIT PASTE.  This will dump the object on the screen.  In this case the object is smaller than what we want, and since we are going to randomly manipulate it we can simply stretch it.  If you do resize it you will have to accept the changes by clicking on the CHECKMARK in the upper right side.  We don’t care about pixilation as it will be abstract anyway.  Experiment with FILTERS (choose FILTERS and then play with one on the list or select FILTERS and use the FILTER GALLERY) or IMAGE and ADJUSTMENTS.  Keep in mind this will be the background so you ultimately want it to be subtle so it does not conflict with the text.
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4. Now a LAYER STYLE will be added to give the header some depth.  Select LAYER and then STYLE and experiment to find one that works best.  For this example we will select BEVEL and EMBOSS and then manipulate some settings within that option.  The outcome is shown.
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	5. In this example we identified an image we wanted to incorporate onto the header.  In this example we opened another image and used the MAGNETIC LASSO TOOL to select the part we wanted then did an EDIT, CUT….and then a PASTE onto the current header.  Resizing made it fit where and how we wanted.  We repeated it so we had to copies. 
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	6. Select the TEXT TOOL to add text to the header.  Drag the tool to draw a TEXT BOX and select the CENTER option.  Adjust COLOR, FONT, and SIZE to make the header appropriate.
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	7. A LAYER STYLE is added (as in #4) to the TEXT layer.  This example uses OUTER GLOW to make the text stand out from the busy background.  The SPREAD attribute is adjusted also.
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	8. Save the project file by doing FILE and SAVE AS and saving it as a .PSD.  by doing FILE and SAVE.  

Then save it as a .JPG so it can be added to a web site.  Do FILE, SAVE AS, and give it a name with the type .JPG.
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