Photoshop: Collage & Transparent Background Concept
Web Expressions (CMDI 1200)

This help sheet is intended to assist students with creating a ‘collage’ and having it on a transparent background.

	1. Open up Photoshop and select FILE then NEW.  A window will appear.  Set the sizing to how large you want your final item to be and change the BACKGROUND CONTENTS option to TRANSPARENT.  Click OK.
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	2. Use the RECTANGLE TOOL to create 4 squares / rectangles of varying size of a color you choose.
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	3. Select the MOVE TOOL.  Make sure the SHOW TRANSFORM CONTROLS box at the top is checked.  Select the object you want to work on by clicking on the corresponding layer in the LAYERS section.  Then adjust the size and tilt to your preference.  You will need to accept the change by clicking on the CHECKMARK symbol that appears in the upper-right side of the window.  Repeat this with the other objects by again.
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4. Click on the ERASER TOOL.  Click on one of the edge of one of the objects to make the edges more random.  You will get a message saying the image must be ‘rasterized’.  Just click OK then use the tool to adjust the edges.  When done select another object from the LAYERS area and repeat this for all of the objects.  Now is a good time to save the project as a .PDF (just in case).
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	5. Open up an image that you want to add to the collage by selecting FILE and OPEN.  Note; if the image is very large you may want to resize it before trying to manipulate it.  Do SELECT, ALL and then do EDIT, COPY to grab the image.  Go to the tab that has the collage objects and then do EDIT PASTE.  This will dump the object on the screen.
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	6. Use the MOVE TOOL like you did in #3 to move, resize and adjust the tilt of the image over one of the objects.  When done click on the CHECK MARK to accept it.  Repeat this for the remaining images.  If the project is satisfactory then do a FILE and SAVE (just in case).
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	7. Click on the layer that represents one of the images you put onto the collage, then select the ERASER TOOL.  Use the eraser to manipulate the edges of the image.  When done select another image from the LAYERS area and repeat to complete all the images.
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	8. Save the project by doing FILE and SAVE.  Then save it as a transparent .gif so it can be used on a web site.  Do this by selecting FILE and SAVE FOR WEB & DEVICES.  A window will pop up.  It should set correctly by default but make sure GIF is shown in the upper-right side and TRANSPARENCY is checked.  Click SAVE and save it to your HOME folder.  Then insert it onto the web site as needed.
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