Good Practices for Web Sites (D. Carpentiere)
Web Expressions (CMDI 1200)


1.	Build pages for a 1024x768 resolution and avoid the need to scroll down for the general ‘Welcome’ area 
of the page.

2.	Use a white background or if you use a different color plan on building your icons / headers to
	present themselves correctly on the color you choose.  Avoid using a picture as a background.

3.	Use ALT tags on your images.

4.	Maintain a consistent color palette, font, and font size throughout…varying as appropriate for
headings and special situations, etc.  Make sure text contrasts well against the background and font size is large enough to read.

5.	Maintain a consistent page header or themed header across pages and maintain a general theme
	for other page characteristics throughout.

6.	Create your own icons and graphical components and use your own pictures.  Avoid violating
	copyright laws.  Use items in the public domain / Creative Commons. 

7.	Focus on your first page…then grow your page.  Start simple…then venture.

8.	Maintain a good balance between graphics, pictures, and text.  Utilize multiple forms of media on the site.  Plan on eventually integrating sound, movement, and perhaps video.  Avoid placing lots of pictures with no text….maintain a good balance.  Maintain symmetry and consistent sizing to have a professional look.

9.	Optimize all pictures and graphics for display on the web (size).

10.	Link to your Blog and / or integrate your Blog into the page (topical sense).

11.	Remember – the world sees your page.  Be appropriate and be cautious regarding personal information
by limiting it to very basic information such as name and email.  

12.	Web design tools and associated applications can be finicky at times and the site you envision may
	or may not be technically possible (or easy enough) to construct….so plan from the start that you may
	need to modify your intent.

13.	Tables are a great way to organize your page components….but realize the settings to make them 
appear the way intended can be VERY frustrating!

14.	Avoid too much empty vertical space.
