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CU prof's essay sparks dispute 

Ward Churchill says 9/11 victims were not innocent people 

By John C. Ensslin, Rocky Mountain News
January 27, 2005 

A University of Colorado professor has sparked controversy in New York over an essay he wrote that maintains that people killed in the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks were not innocent victims. 

Students and faculty members at Hamilton College in Clinton, N.Y., have been protesting a speaking appearance on Feb. 3 by Ward L. Churchill, chairman of the CU Ethnic Studies Department. 
They are upset over an essay Churchill wrote titled, "Some People Push Back: On the Justice of Roosting Chickens." 

The essay takes its title from a remark that black activist Malcolm X made in the wake of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 

Malcolm X created controversy when he said Kennedy's murder was a case of "chickens coming home to roost." 

Churchill's essay argues that the Sept. 11 attacks were in retaliation for the Iraqi children killed in a 1991 U.S. bombing raid and by economic sanctions imposed on Iraq by the United Nations following the Persian Gulf War. 

The essay contends the hijackers who crashed airplanes into the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on Sept. 11 were "combat teams," not terrorists. 

It states: "The most that can honestly be said of those involved on Sept. 11 is that they finally responded in kind to some of what this country has dispensed to their people as a matter of course." 

The essay maintains that the people killed inside the Pentagon were "military targets." 

"As for those in the World Trade Center," the essay said, "well, really, let's get a grip here, shall we? True enough, they were civilians of a sort. But innocent? Gimme a break." 

The essay goes on to describe the victims as "little Eichmanns," referring to Adolph Eichmann, who executed Adolph Hitler's plan to exterminate Jews during World War II. 

Churchill said he was not especially surprised at the controversy at Hamilton, but he also defended the opinions contained in his essay. 

"When you kill 500,000 children in order to impose your will on other countries, then you shouldn't be surprised when somebody responds in kind," Churchill said. 

"If it's not comfortable, that's the point. It's not comfortable for the people on the other side, either." 

The attacks on Sept. 11, he said, were "a natural and inevitable consequence of what happens as a result of business as usual in the United States. Wake up." 

A longtime activist with the American Indian Movement, Churchill was one of eight defendants acquitted last week in Denver County Court on charges of disrupting Denver's Columbus Day parade. 

His pending speech at Hamilton has drawn criticism from professors and students, including Matt Coppo, a sophomore whose father died in the World Trade Center attacks. 

"His views are completely hurtful to the families of 3,000 people," Coppo said. 

A spokesman for Hamilton College released a statement noting that Hamilton is committed to "the free exchange of ideas. We expect that many of those who strongly disagree with Mr. Churchill's comments will attend his talk and make their views known." 

Controversial statements 

In his essay Some People Push Back: On the Justice of Roosting Chickens, CU professor Ward Churchill argues that: 

• The Sept. 11 attacks were in retaliation for the Iraqi children who were killed in a 1991 bombing raid and for economic sanctions imposed on Iraq by the United Nations following the Persian Gulf War. 

• Hijackers who crashed jets into the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on Sept. 11 were "combat teams," not terrorists. 

• The people killed inside the Pentagon were "military targets." 
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Churchill out as chair
By ERIN WIGGINS Colorado Daily Staff Writer 

He's been at the center of a publicity whirlwind over the past week, and now CU-Boulder Ethnic Studies Chair Ward Churchill, 57, has announced his resignation as chair of the department, effective immediately.

But he's not done speaking out, despite resigning his post.

"While I am immensely proud of my administrative accomplishments in the chair's position over the past two-and-one-half years, it is my considered view that the present political climate has rendered me a liability in terms of representing either my department, the college or the university in this or any other administrative capacity," Churchill said in the statement.

At the root of the controversy is "Some People Push Back: On the Justice of Roosting Chickens," a Web essay Churchill wrote immediately following the 9/11 attacks, and protests of Churchill's slated Feb. 3 appearance on a panel at Hamilton College, a small liberal arts school in New York State.

In the essay, Churchill referred to murdered 9/11 World Trade Center corporate workers as "little Eichmanns" (referring to World War II Nazi criminal Adolf Eichmann). He said they were not innocent victims, but rather willing perpetuators of the "mighty engine of profit."

He also called the the Trade Center and Pentagon attackers "gallant" and described them as a "combat team."

A number of CU Regents have spoken out about the barrage of angry messages they have received about Churchill's essay. They are holding a special meeting at 3 p.m. Thursday on the Fitzsimons campus in Aurora to discuss it.

Two sets of student groups are holding protests both for and against Churchill at the UMC Fountain from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. today. The students protesting against him, organized by the College Republicans, are hoping the tenured Churchill is removed from CU altogether.

Students protesting for him, organized by a group of ethnic studies students, say he is being unfairly singled out for challenging people with his revolutionary views - what they say a professor is supposed to do.

Arts and Sciences Dean Todd Gleeson accepted Churchill's resignation Monday and it appears that, for now, Churchill will continue as a member of the faculty in ethnic studies.

Churchill's term as chair was scheduled to extend until June, and the regents will discuss Thursday if any further actions against him are warranted.

"I believe it is in the best interests of both the university and Professor Churchill that he step away from his administrative role in the department at this time," Gleeson said in the statement.

No replacement for Churchill's position has been announced.

A receptionist at the Department of Ethnic Studies directed queries to the release only. In recent days Churchill has done several radio interviews defending his position and standing by what he wrote in the essay.

"Contrary to some sort of perception, I neither make a justification nor an advocacy of 9/11," he said in an interview with the Mike Rosen Show on Denver's KOA radio Monday. "What I argue in that piece is it's natural and inevitable when you're putting out what the U.S. puts out to the world, that eventually you're going to get back some of it in kind. And we need to take a fundamental reconsideration of the extent to which we utterly devalue human life elsewhere, if we want life here to be valued."

Churchill said the reference to "little Eichmanns" was not about children, blue-collar workers, tourists or random passersby, but instead those in "the upper strata of financial functioning having to do with globalization (and) imposition of American economic dominance on other parts of the world."

The essay was an informal Web-based piece, but Churchill has also published a good many controversial scholarly works, including "Marxism and Native Americans," "Fantasies of the Master Race," "Struggle for the Land," "Agents of Repression," and "A Little Matter of Genocide: Holocaust and Denial in the Americas."

A descendent of the Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians, one of the causes Churchill is most outspoken about is the genocide of Native American and indigenous peoples in the Western Hemisphere.

He routinely speaks out against Columbus Day and last week was one of eight people acquitted in Denver County Court on charges related to blocking the 2004 Columbus Day parade in Denver.

Churchill is also a past national spokesperson for the Leonard Peltier Defense Committee and has served as a delegate to the United Nations Working Group on Indigenous Populations. He earned his bachelor's and master's degrees from Sangamon State University, which is now the University of Illinois-Springfield, and has been tenured at CU since 1991.

He is married to fellow CU ethnic studies professor Natsu Saito, who was slated to speak with him at the Hamilton College engagement.

He also has one stepdaughter.

